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Cumbria Winter Warmth Appeal

Dear Mrs Webster

As a local Council at the forefront of your local community, | am writing to ask whether
Westward Parish Council might consider making a donation towards the Cumbria Winter
Warmth Appeal, under the provision of Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 whichi
gives Town, Parish & Community Councils in England & Wales the ability to spend a Iimitedr\
amount of money for purposes for which they have no other specific statutory power.

For thousands of older people in our county living in fuel poverty, winter brings a sense of
dread and worry about staying warm and healthy. Since 2010, Cumbria Community
Foundation’s Winter Warmth Appeal has been a lifeling, raising and distributing more than
£2.6m through the generosity of our donors. The fund has supported elderly residents in
need across all areas of Cumbria, ensuring those who might otherwise have to choose
between heating and eating, can stay warm and well throughout the coldest months.

Sadly, the cost of living crisis continues to impact the vulnerable elderly in Cumbria, many of
whom struggle to maintain a basic acceptable standard of living during the winter months.
Pensioners were already due to get less as it will be the first time since 2022 that they will
not receive an extra winter fuel cost-of living top-up. In addition, the Winter Fuel Payment is
now only paid to those in receipt of Pension Credit or a means tested benefit, leaving those ‘
just above the threshold hardest hit and particularly vulnerable.

~ Last winter, we distributed £315,800 and 1,941 older people living on low incomes and with
chronic health problems benefitted. Donahons proved crucial for Térrance, 72 who lives in
Barrow: "There are seven months through the year when it’s cold. For me, it’s a choice to
put my heating on or have a warm meal. Last year, the grant mearnt | could split it up and
have some food and put the heating on when I really needed it."

You can donate online, by cheque or phone. Please see the enclosed leaflet. Thank you for
giving this request consideration.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Beeforth OBE
Chief Executive
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